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						Drink Red Wear Red Tix On Sale! May 30, 2024
Drink Red Wear Red celebrates the Denver hospitality industry while raising funds to support Colorado’s hard-working restaurant employees. Get your tickets now!

										 Buy tickets
										



								
  

    
   


						ServSafe Manager Certifications Available En Español!
ServSafe Manager certification classes are now offered in Spanish so we can help train more industry workers.

										 Register Now
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		About the Colorado Restaurant Association & Foundation

	










	
		Founded in 1933, the Colorado Restaurant Association (CRA) is the leading trade organization for the state’s dynamic foodservice industry, which is a driving force for the Colorado economy. Our sole purpose is to protect restaurant businesses and help them thrive. The CRA is run by restaurateurs, for restaurants.

The Colorado Restaurant Foundation (CRF) was established in 1987. As the philanthropic foundation of the CRA, the CRF’s mission of service is dedicated to enhancing the industry’s workforce training and education, career development, and the overall well-being of the industry and its employees.
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		Advocacy

	










	
		The 2023 Colorado State General Assembly session ran from January 9 to May 8. Click below to learn about the CRA’s legislative accomplishments this year.
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              [image: The CRA's sole purpose is to protect Colorado member businesses and help them succeed.]
            
          

        

      

      


	
		Compliance Center Resources

	










	
		Ever-changing laws – at both federal and state levels – can hurt your business if you don’t understand the laws or know how to comply. Click below to find tools and templates that you can use to bring your business into compliance.
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		CRF Health & Wellness Resource Center

	










	
		The Colorado Restaurant Foundation has compiled industry-specific resources to help local workers further their mental, physical, and financial health and wellness. Click below for hotlines, affordable healthcare providers, community groups, podcasts, and more!
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		About Colorado’s Restaurant Industry
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		We are proud to serve as the representative voice for Colorado’s dynamic restaurant industry. Imbued with tradition and bursting with innovation, foodservice is a leading driver of Colorado’s economy.

The Colorado hospitality industry at-a-glance:

	12,400+ eating and drinking locations in Colorado
	69% percent of Colorado restaurants — and 89% of our dues-paying members – are independently owned and operated.
	Restaurants accounted for 10 percent of the state’s workforce prior to the pandemic.
	Annually, restaurants drive $14+ billion in retail sales and $323 million in state sales tax revenue to the Colorado economy.


	







		
 
	

	
 


 
 

	
		
		
			Get the latest industry data
		
 
	

	
 

	
		
		
			Stay updated on industry news & events
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 Thank you for all of the work you are doing on behalf of restaurant owners. I appreciate the updates as I feel someone is making our voice, our financial struggles, and overall fear of the unknown a little more bearable. 
Rick M., Winter Park and Denver pizzeria owner
 “
 Over the years, I’ve worked with numerous restaurant associations throughout the U.S. and have to say that your leadership, communication, references, resources, and educational (virtual) meetings have truly been remarkable. I cannot properly articulate the degree to which your efforts have aided us. We are incredibly grateful. Thank you for your outstanding leadership. 
Bob S., Colorado restaurateur
 “
 I’d like to thank you for being such a great resource to our community during this trying time. Your leadership is a beacon of reason. 
Patrick H., Colorado museum restaurant operator



			
 
		

	
 



		



	
		
			
				

	
		What’s Happening in Our Community

	








 
 

	
		
		
			

	
		

	
    
		
    
        
            Congratulations to the incredible 2024 Colorado @b
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Congratulations to the incredible 2024 Colorado @beardfoundation nominees!  Outstanding Restaurateur: @ie_kelly @ie_erika // @idest_hg (The Wolf's Tailor, BRUTØ, Basta, Hey Kiddo, OK Yeah) - Boulder/Denver  Best Chef: Mountain (CO, ID, MT, UT, WY): ⭐️ @matty_vawter, @rootstalkbreck (and @radicatobreck) - Breckenridge ⭐️ @penelopewong, @yuanwonton - Denver  We also couldn’t be more proud of our state’s semi-finalists, who are all winners to us:   ⭐️ Outstanding Chef: Barclay Dodge, @bosqaspen - Aspen ⭐️ Outstanding Restaurant: @beckon_denver - Denver ⭐️ Emerging Chef: Kenneth Wan, @makfamdenver - Denver ⭐️ Best New Restaurant: @sapsuarestaurant - Denver ⭐️ Outstanding Pastry Chef or Baker: Carolyn Nugent and Alen Ramos, @poulette_bakeshop - Parker ⭐️ Outstanding Wine and Other Beverages Program: @sundayvinyldenver - Denver Best Chef: Mountain (CO, ID, MT, UT, WY): ⭐️ Theo Adley, @_marigoldlyons_ - Lyons ⭐️ Erasmo Casiano and Diego Coconati, @lucinaeatery - Denver ⭐️ Aminata “Ami” Dia and Rougui Dia, @lefrenchdenver - Denver ⭐️ Bo Porytko, @molotovdenver - Denver  We love seeing the national spotlight shine on our well-deserving #CORestaurant community!]
        
    



    
        
            Shoutout to everyone who made Day Two of the 2024 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Shoutout to everyone who made Day Two of the 2024 #CRBShow a fantastic -- and delicious -- success!   Highlights of Day Two:  🍽️ B. Hudson Riehle, Senior Vice President, Research & Knowledge Group at the @werrestaurants. dropping the knowledge that “every day, on average, consumers spend $3B in restaurants.” (Hudson) during '2024 Vision: Planning for the Future of the Restaurant Industry', an enlightening session on what’s to come in the restaurant industry.  🍽️ Tasty eats and sips from @propandpeller, Ben Keith, @us_foods, and @partannafoods, among many, many others! #sofull 🍽️ A stellar, knowledgeable lineup of local hospitality leaders during our apprenticeship panel discussion -- Stacy Griest from the CRA team, Michael Klicos, @gaylordrockies in Aurora, Elizabeth Nicholson, @chookchicken in Denver, and Peter Ryan, @theplimoth in Denver. 🍽️ A+ presentations from @unionstitchanddesign, @verdefood, @meadowgolddairy, and Rational.  Hope you had as much fun as we did! We’ll see you next year! ]
        
    



    
        
            That's a wrap on Day One of the 2024 #CRBShow! 

W
            
	                
	            	                    [image: That's a wrap on Day One of the 2024 #CRBShow!   We loved seeing the #CORestaurant community bring the energy to the Colorado Convention Center for a day of networking, idea sharing, education, and fun!  Highlights of the day:  🍽️ An incredibly thoughtful, candid panel discussion -- “Engage & Retain: Innovative Wage Models That Work” -- featuring @amandafaison, Brenda Lucio of @blueagavegrillcolorado @coyotesgrill @palomino_mexicanrestaurant @vatostacosandtequila, Delores Tronco of @thegreenwichdenver, and Anthony Lygizos of @levendelico. (Erasmo Casiano, we missed you! Feel better soon!) 🍽️ An appearance -- and delicious tiramisu -- from our 2024 Colorado ProStart® Student Invitational Summit High School (@summithightiger) culinary competition winners 🍽️ Empanadas and assorted fried pastries from @wholefreshfoods  🍽️ All the fresh oysters from @whatchefswant  Come down and join us tomorrow! It’s free to walk the show floor, and we'll have onsite registration available!]
        
    



    
        
            If you haven't already, now's the time to pre-regi
            
	                
	            	                    [image: If you haven't already, now's the time to pre-register for the 2024 Colorado Restaurant & Bar Show!   Taking place on Tuesday and Wednesday, this two-day trade show will feature over 130+ exhibitors and include four hot-topic educational sessions to help you keep your business on the cutting edge.   Don’t forget: It’s FREE to walk the show floor. Both days!  Onsite registration will be available, but save time and pre-register before EOD on Monday, April 1 by heading up to the link in bio now.]
        
    



    
        
            Bistro Mariposa is an innovative dining concept th
            	                    [image: Bistro Mariposa is an innovative dining concept that is set to revolutionize the dining experience in Black Hawk. The restaurant offers a unique blend of flavors that takes diners on a culinary adventure. The menu features the freshest and most adventurous flavors of modern Latin cuisine, paired with the finest high-end tequilas and Colorado craft brews.   You won't find anything like it anywhere else.   Make sure to visit Monarch Casino Resort Spa and take your taste buds on a flavor tour. Dine Divine at Monarch Casino Resort Spa Black Hawk! Book a two-night stay and receive a $200 dining credit.  Reserve now at the link in our bio!  #ad]
        
    



    
        
            T-minus four days until the Colorado Restaurant & 
            	                    [image: T-minus four days until the Colorado Restaurant & Bar Show at the Colorado Convention Center, and if you haven't registered yet, you've still got time!   There are three ways to connect, explore, and discover on April 2 and April 3:   Attendee | Expo Only - Free Access to Tradeshow only  Attendee | Full Conference - $120.00 Includes access to expo trade floor, Small Donor Committee Reception (April 2) and Education package.  Education Package Attendee | $60.00 Includes access to expo trade floor and education package  Click the link in bio to register now!]
        
    



    
        
            @bodega_denver recently joined the Colorado Restau
            	                    [image: @bodega_denver recently joined the Colorado Restaurant Foundation's apprenticeship program, which helps restaurant owners support their employees' growth through our industry.  Interested to learn more about this program? You certainly won't want to miss the “Why Apprenticeship: Unlocking the Power of Development” session during next week's 2024 CRB Show educational programming on Wednesday, April 3 from 2-3 p.m.   Discover the accessibility and benefits of the apprenticeship programs, and learn how easy it is to incorporate apprenticeships into your team training and retention program, whether you're an employer or an individual exploring hospitality career pathways.  Our panelists include Michael Klicos, @gaylordrockies in Aurora, Elizabeth Nicholson, @chookchicken in Denver, and Peter Ryan, @theplimoth in Denver.  Register now through the link in our bio!]
        
    



    
        
            Paint the town red at #Denver's best #datenight --
            	                    [image: Paint the town red at #Denver's best #datenight -- Drink Red Wear Red on May 30 at @denvermuseumns! 💃  See and be seen in your best red attire, at the best venue in town.  Sign up for the CRF party email list at the link in our bio for access to exclusive deals and early ticket drops!  Next ticket drop — 40% off— on Thursday, March 28 at 8 am!]
        
    



    
        
            The one-week countdown to the 2024 Colorado Restau
            	                    [image: The one-week countdown to the 2024 Colorado Restaurant & Bar Show has officially begun!  On Tuesday, April 2, and Wednesday, April 3, join us for a two-day trade show with 130+ exhibitors and four hot-topic educational sessions to help you keep your business on the cutting edge.   It's free to attend and explore on the exhibitor floor, so head on up to the link in our bio to register now!]
        
    



    
        
            The first round of discounted tickets to Drink Red
            	                    [image: The first round of discounted tickets to Drink Red Wear Red are SOLD OUT!  Make sure you're on the CRF party email list to get the link to the next ticket drop on Thurs. 3/28 📆  This is the party you won't want to miss 🔥  Sign up at the link in our bio! ]
        
    



    
        
            #Denver’s fave summer kick off party - Drink Red
            
	                
	            	                    [image: #Denver’s fave summer kick off party - Drink Red Wear Red — is back at @denvermuseumns on May 30! 🍷  The first 55 tickets drop through the CRF party email list tomorrow at 8 am at 50%+ off! You have to be on the email list to get this killer price. Link in our bio to sign up — it’s a race for the best deal! ⏰  Dress to impress in your best red attire — from funky to formal — and indulge in endless bites from 20 of Denver’s top restaurants and all-you-can-drink wines, cocktails, beers, and non-alcoholic beverages, all while enjoying the breathtaking surroundings of the museum at night.]
        
    



    
        
            ⏰Last call for early bird pricing on CRB Show ed
            	                    [image: ⏰Last call for early bird pricing on CRB Show education and full conference packages! ⏰  Don't miss out on four-hot topic education sessions and more networking opportunities -- get more for less and register before 11:59 p.m. TONIGHT!  #CORestaurants #CRBShow]
        
    



    
        
            #DidYouKnow that 80% of the CRA team are women? On
            	                    [image: #DidYouKnow that 80% of the CRA team are women? On this #InternationalWomensDay we’re screaming a huge THANK YOU to all the women who power #Colorado’s dynamic restaurant industry! 💪  Our state would not be the way it is today without your endless contributions to your communities.   Cheers to all of you! 🥂]
        
    



    
        
            Announcing the 2024 CRB Show educational programmi
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Announcing the 2024 CRB Show educational programming 📢  During the CRB Show -- Colorado's premier restaurant industry event -- on April 2 & 3, don't miss your chance to learn from hospitality experts in four hot-topic educational sessions, covering everything from innovative wage models that work to the state of the industry in Colorado.   Register TODAY for 60% your education pass -- link in our bio!]
        
    



    
        
            As we transition from #BlackHistoryMonth to #Women
            
	                
	            	                    [image: As we transition from #BlackHistoryMonth to #WomensHistoryMonth, we want to highlight a few Black women in our community who have achieved incredible things this past year. ✨  Mawa McQueen of @mawaskitchen was one of the 30 Recommended restaurants in the inaugural #Colorado @michelinguide!  Chefs Aminata Dia and Rougui Dia of @lefrenchdenver were named @beardfoundation awards semi-finalists for best chef in the mountain region!  Please join us in celebrating this outstanding accomplishments -- we can't wait to see what more is in store for these leaders in our industry🥂 #CORestaurants]
        
    



    
        
            Do you have your #DenverRestaurantWeek reservation
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Do you have your #DenverRestaurantWeek reservations yet?   Tomorrow through 3/10, explore incredible menu options from some of the city's finest restaurants and maybe just discover a new favorite ✨  With options from $25 to $55, there's something for everyone!  Head to the link in our bio to see the offering and snag your res while you can!  📸: @supermegabien, @daughterthaikitchenandbar]
        
    



    
        
            Connect, explore, discover — the best of #Colora
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Connect, explore, discover — the best of #Colorado's foodservice industry is at your fingertips at the Colorado Restaurant & Bar Show on April 2 & 3!  It's free to register to walk the floor, and education and full conference packages are deeply discounted through March 15!  Link in our bio — we'll see you there 😎]
        
    



    
        
            Celebrate #NationalHospitalityWorkersDay by showin
            	                    [image: Celebrate #NationalHospitalityWorkersDay by showing your team how much you value them!   Invest in their growth and join the Colorado Restaurant Foundation Apprenticeship Program. You'll be supporting their development, and investing in our industry's future and your team retention -- and the CRF is offering up to $10k in incentives to help you seamlessly start the program. Let's build a brighter future together!   Link in our bio for more info.  Video by @flyinggiant   #NationalHospitalityWorkersDay #Apprenticeship #Apprenticeshipworks #corestaurants]
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		Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsors
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			Don’t miss Denver’s kickoff to summer party season, DRINK RED WEAR RED - and don’t miss out on deals and insider info on Denver Food + Wine Festival, too! 

		

				

				
				
			Subscribe to the Colorado Restaurant Foundation (CRF) Party List to get the inside scoop on all CRF events, including access to discounted tickets, event details, and more!
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							By filling out this form, you agree to receive marketing emails and texts from the Colorado Restaurant Association & Foundation. You’ll get insider info about our events, special offers, and a whole lot more! You can unsubscribe at any time, we promise.
						

				

					

				

				

		

















































