
Know Your Rights During Mass 
Enforcement Actions

Joy Athanasiou, Joy Strategies LLC
Laura Lunn, Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network



Individual Rights



Talking to Law Enforcement

● Everyone in the United 

States are protected by 

constitutional due 

process rights

● It is important for all of 

us to exercise those 

rights similarly 



If you are stopped

■ Stay calm. Don’t run. Keep your hands visible and still. 

■ Ask if you are free to leave. If you are, then say that you do 

not want to answer questions, and walk away. 

■ If you are not free to leave, you are under arrest, and you 

have a right to know the reason, to remain silent, and to 

speak with a lawyer.



Your right to remain silent

■ What you say will be used 
against you.

■ You can refuse to speak to 
immigration or police officers. 

■ You cannot be punished for 
refusing to speak. 

■ Politely tell the officer you want 
to remain silent (or present your 
Know Your Rights card).

DO NOT: 

■ Say where you were born.
■ Say how you entered the U.S.
■ Claim to be a U.S. citizen.
■ Talk about your legal status.

■ Lie or present false documents. 



Your right to a lawyer

■ If you have a lawyer, immediately tell the officer that you need 

to speak to your attorney before you say anything else.

■ If you do not have a lawyer: 

■ Tell the officer you want speak to a lawyer.

■ If you do not have a lawyer, ask for a list of free or low-cost 

legal services.



How to find a good 
immigration lawyer

American Immigration Lawyers 
Association (AILA)

https://ailalawyer.com/

https://ailalawyer.com/


Notarios, paralegals and legal assistants are 
NOT allowed to practice law

■ It is illegal for anyone who is not a lawyer or accredited 
representative to practice law or give legal advice.

■ People should check to see whether an attorney has a 
history of discipline with their state bar association.

■ Fraud, immigration scams, and the unauthorized practice of 
immigration law can be reported to 
EOIR.Fraud.Program@usdoj.gov.

mailto:EOIR.Fraud.Program@usdoj.gov?subject=EOIR%20Fraud%20and%20Abuse%20Prevention%20Program


Your right to refuse consent

■ You have the right to say “NO,” if an officer asks to search 

you, your belongings, your car, or your home. 

■ Officers may perform a “pat down” search. 

■ Always comply with instructions and do not physically 

resist. 

■ But, do not consent to any search, because your consent can 

hurt your case in court.



If you’re stopped while in a car

■ Stop the car in a safe place.

■ Do this quickly and safely.

■ Turn off the car.

■ Turn on the cabin light.

■ Open the window part way.

■ Place your hands on the 

wheel or dashboard.

■ If requested, show your 

driver’s license, registration 

and insurance.



Your rights in 
your home ■ You have the right to not 

open your door unless the 
officers have a warrant.

■ If officers do not have a 
warrant, you can ask them 
to slip any documents under 

the door or leave them 

outside. 



A Valid Search Warrant

A Valid Arrest Warrant

• Must be signed by a judge, 

justice of the peace or 

magistrate

• Must contain the address of 

the home to be searched

• Must describe the area to 

be searched

• If officers enter your home, 

say “I DO NOT CONSENT 

TO YOU SEARCHING MY 

HOME.”

• Must be signed by a judge, 

justice of the peace or 

magistrate

• Must state the name of the 

person to be arrested 

• Must describe the person to 

be arrested 



Judicial 
Warrant

• Names a 
person in your 
residence 
and/or

• Areas to be 
searched at 
your address

• IS SIGNED 
BY A JUDGE



Administrative 

Warrant
● Issued by Immigration 

and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE)

● Signed by an ICE 

officer and NOT a 

judge



If ICE arrests someone…

● In Colorado, if someone is detained by ICE they will be held 

at the Aurora facility located at 3130 N. Oakland Street, 

Aurora, CO 80010

● Rocky Mountain Immigrant Advocacy Network 

(RMIAN)— “pro bono” offers group Know Your Rights 

presentations and individual intakes to anyone detained at 

the facility - https://www.rmian.org/selfhelp-resources

https://www.rmian.org/selfhelp-resources


Do NOT claim to be a US Citizen 
if you are not one

■ Saying this to a local, state, or federal official is one of the 

worst charges a non-US citizen can face.

■ Do NOT register to vote or cast a vote.

■ It is almost impossible to overcome an immigration charge 

of “false claim” to U.S. citizenship



Organizational 
planning



Make a plan

● Nonprofits serving immigrant communities should establish 

policies to ensure that their staff, clients, members, and 

others are protected to the fullest extent of the law when 

using their facilities and services

● Model policies are available here: 

https://www.lawyersalliance.org/userFiles/uploads/legal_

alerts/Guidance_to_Nonprofits_Regarding_Immigration_E

nforcement.pdf

http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov/


What happens if ICE comes?
● Areas open to the general public are open to immigration 

agents, and agents may enter those public spaces without a 
warrant. 

● ICE agents must have a valid judicial search or arrest 
warrant to lawfully access nonpublic areas.

● Administrative warrants, unlike judicial search warrants, do 
not authorize ICE entry to nonpublic areas. 

● ICE agents sometimes wear uniforms that say “Police,” 
even though they are not police officers. 



Initial Contact

1. Be polite, respectful and calm. Do not run or touch the officer. Interact 

with the officer outside of the building and/or with the door closed.

2. Do not invite them into the building.

3. Ask someone to join you if possible and record interaction if possible.

4. Request that they verify that they are in fact ICE officers, ask their 

names and badge number; get a license plate number if possible; 

5. Ask if they have a warrant



Ask for a warrant

● If not, say "We cannot let you in without a warrant, please leave the 

property."

● If they do have a warrant, ask to see it and inspect it thoroughly. Make sure it 

is a judicial warrant and not simply an administrative one executed by an ICE 

officer.

● During this time, you may ask them to remain outside and respond that you 

will have the supervising employee meet them outside. 

● Alternatively, you may request that they slip the warrant under the door for 

inspection. 



Answering ICE’s questions

1. Identify yourself by name if asked and only if you feel comfortable doing so.

2. Staff members should ask ICE agents if they are free to go. If the agent says 

“yes,” the person is free to leave. If the agent says “no,” the person should ask to 

consult with an attorney and otherwise remain silent. 

3.  Exercising your right to remain silent. If asked further questions say "I'm going 

to remain silent.  I want to talk to my attorney before answering any more 

questions." It is not a crime to refuse to answer questions. However, it is a crime to 

lie to a government officer. Staff should never make a false statement (e.g., if ICE 

agents ask about an individual who is in the building, staff should not say the person 

is not there). Staff should instead explain that they can’t respond until they consult 

with their supervisor and legal counsel.



Resources



Stay informed

● American Immigration Council provides information and 

analysis about the US immigration system and related 

issues and policies -

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/topics

● National Immigratino Law Center has an incredible array 

of resources that you can search by topic -

https://www.nilc.org/resources/

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/topics
https://www.nilc.org/resources/


Stay informed
● Colorado Immigrant Rights Coalition has a variety of 

know your rights materials, including state-specific 

information – https://coloradoimmigrant.org/our-

work/know-your-rights/

● Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project has videos that answer 

common questions about asylum and are regularly updated 

https://www.youtube.com/c/AsylumSeekerAdvocacyProje

ctASAP/playlists

http://www.uscis.gov/
https://coloradoimmigrant.org/our-work/know-your-rights/
https://coloradoimmigrant.org/our-work/know-your-rights/
https://www.youtube.com/c/AsylumSeekerAdvocacyProjectASAP/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/c/AsylumSeekerAdvocacyProjectASAP/playlists


Thank you.
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